Spring
Newsletter 2022

Message from the
Headteacher
At the end of another term, I would like to say a huge
thank you to all staff, students and parents for their
support during my first term as Headteacher of
Norton Canes.
We are continually striving to make the education and
experiences here at school the best they can be.
This term has seen new enrichment clubs on offer – it
is lovely to see students attending these and learning
new skills. We have seen sporting successes from our
in-school teams for football and basketball as well as
achievements for our artists in local competitions.
We await the outcome and report from the Ofsted
inspection in March. Once we have that, we will
share it with you. I will be running a session for
parents after Easter to discuss with you my vision for
Norton Canes High School for the future. More
details of this will follow.
Our Y10 students participated in the first work
experience week since the pandemic started. A
variety of placements were undertaken and lots of
new skills learnt through the week.
Miss Elton, our new librarian, organised a book fair for
school which was extremely popular with the
students. Over £600 worth of books were purchased
over the week from which will receive money to
support more books to go into our newly refreshed
library.
I hope that parents are finding the regular updates on
our Facebook group useful and informative. This is
part of our continuing commitment to keeping
communication channels open. Our parent forum
continues to grow and I would encourage you to get
involved if you can. This is a great way to support the
school and help us develop.
I wish everyone a happy and healthy Easter break. I
look forward to seeing all students on Monday 25th
April, ready for a busy term of exams and exciting
events in the summer term.
Mrs S Diggory
Headteacher

A message from
Mr Stokes
Although COVID is still sadly affecting student
absence, we are still above national average
in terms of whole school attendance. We
also have twenty-two students who remain
on 100% attendance for this academic year.
These students have received their silver
attendance badge this week in recognition.
Hopefully, as we are returning to a more
normal way of living, we will see COVID
having less impact on attendance.
Next term, along with attendance, we will be
focusing on student punctuality. I’m sure
you’ll agree being on time to school is just as
important. It is surprising to many when we
show what impact lateness can have on lost
learning. Did you know that being just 5-10
minutes late each day loses up to one and a
half weeks of learning per year and nearly
half a year of learning over the course of
school?
I hope you will support us next term in
ensuring your child attends school regularly
and on time. Good habits now, will help your
child in the future!
If you have any concerns or need support on
your child’s attendance, please contact Mrs
Cartlidge at school on 01543 622600.

Exam Update
Public exams:

GCSE and A level exams begin on Monday 16th May.
Y11’s school timetable will run until Friday 27th
May. After spring bank holiday half term, students
will be in school for exams and timetabled revision
slots only. This information has been issued to
parents and students separately.
Y13 students can make revision arrangements with
their subject teachers for sessions during the exam
period.
All students coming into school must sign in and out
at reception.
In-school exams:
Y10 and Y12 will have exams from Monday 6th June
until Friday 17th June.

Y9 exams in Maths, English and Science will be in the
week beginning Monday 23rd May
Y7 and 8 Will also have in-class assessments in the
same week
In-school exam timetables will be issued after Easter.

Staff Changes
This term we say goodbye and good luck to
Mr Haynes – Inclusion Support
Mrs Wood – Student Support
Mr Megeney – Chemistry
Mr Auld – Maths

And we welcome new staff after Easter
Mrs O’Brien – Maths
Mr Brough – IT Technician and Data Officer
I would also like to introduce the new Senior
Team following my appointment as
Headteacher:
Mr Stokes – Deputy Headteacher – SEND,
disadvantaged and look after children
Ms Pitt – Deputy Headteacher – Quality of
Education
Mrs Tuli – Deputy Headteacher – Behaviour
and Attitudes
Mr Pipe – Assistant Headteacher – Progress
and Attainment
Mr Windsor – Assistant Headteacher –
Aspirations
Miss Powell – Assistant Headteacher –
Student Development

Lunchtimes
Thank you to everyone who completed
the survey regarding the lunchtime
arrangements. We read all of the
comments that were put through as
well as looking at the results.
The votes were in favour of the new
timing and as a result, the lunchtime
will remain at 1:25 – 2:10.
As a reminder, our canteen now serves
a free breakfast for all students. This
offers bagels and cereals (Cornflakes,
Rice Crispies, Shreddies and Gluten
Free Cornflakes). Breakfast is served
daily from 8:25 to 8:40. We encourage
all students to claim their breakfast
each day.

Library News
Crime Scene
During Work Experience in the
Library, one of our students,
Paola, created a crime scene
challenge! Students searched
the Library for clues and filled
out a police report in order to
crack the case!
Library Admin
This role is awarded to the Student Librarian who has worked
hard in the library. They are given extra responsibilities that
week, including choosing the themes and running the Kahoot!
Quiz! Congratulations to Scott, Alexa, Chloe and Jess!
In February, we
also held a cinema
afternoon to raise
money for the
library. We raised
over £150 by
selling snacks for
the show!

Library Champions
Introducing a Library Champion is a new reward
system that we have introduced over the past few
weeks. Each week, a Champion is chosen based on
their positive contributions to the Library. Our
Champions so far are Ella, Sukhvir, Georgina and
Emilie! Their reward will be an afternoon tea with
the Headteacher on Thursday! Congratulations to
our Library Champions!

World Book Day 2022
For World Book Day, we challenged each
Form to decorate their classroom door
inspired by a book. The results were
amazing! Thank you to everyone who
took part.

Art Competition
Thanks to sponsorship from Halls Fine Art and
Arts Society Wrekin, primary and secondary
pupils have shown off their talents at the
annual Junior Art Open held at Weston Park.
The theme of the competition was 'New
Beginnings', which saw Georgia from our
school scoop up first place for her piece in the
secondary school category.
Judging for the competition was conducted by
Halls' Fine Art expert Abigail Molenaar and
wildlife artist Simon Stevenson, representing
Arts Society Wrekin.
Winning students received £250 for their
school’s funds and were individually awarded
with book tokens and a Weston Park family
membership.

Equipment
On our return from both lockdowns, our return from the
summer in September, and again in January, students who
were missing items of equipment were supported in being
loaned or given them. This was to help everyone get back
into the routine of school life and help students make the
most of their learning time.
Did you know that every lesson, starts with a 5-a-day? If you
are a student you do! Do you know why? Science and
research shows us that we have to re-visit new knowledge
and skills at least three times for it to be stored in our longterm memories. This is a key skill for being successful in
GCSEs and A-levels. The Norton lesson expectation is that
every pupil gets on with the 5-a-day as soon as they get into
the classroom. Learning begins straight away.
No one likes to moan or nag, but having the right equipment
to be prepared to start learning as soon as students enter
the classroom, is crucial. Those who are not equipped
disrupt the start of the lesson and the amount of learning
time for not only themselves, but those around them. Being
responsible for our own belongings is one of many key skills
that we need as we develop into young adults.
Students must have:
• A school bag to carry books to and from home/school
• A pencil case (shoving pens in your blazer pocket put
holes in them) this also keeps all of your belongings in one
place
• At least two pens (ideally black)
• A pencil and rubber
• A green pen (for self and peer marking)
• A ruler
A scientific calculator – this is crucial and you will need this
for your GCSE exams. We sell calculators over ParentPay.
Purchase yours now for £10!
It’s not always easy to get organised, but taking little steps
like packing your bag up each night and setting it by the
front door. Or having a set in both households, if you spend
time in more than one house, is really helpful.
Let’s come back ready to learn, and proud of it, after the
Easter holiday.

Uniform
Uniform sets the tone for a positive academic environment.
Not only that, but it helps to create a community and team
atmosphere where we represent ourselves and our school
positively both in and outside the school grounds.
The pandemic has impacted on supplies, however ties are
now back in stock in A&J Designs (Norton Canes High School
A & J Designs (Staffs) Ltd (a4jdesigns.co.uk)) and are due back
in stock at Crested Schoolwear (Norton Canes High School
Archives - Crested School Wear) in May.
Hoodies continue to present an issue with regards to the
uniform. Hoodies are not part of the school uniform, and
after the Easter holidays, anyone bringing a hoodie into
school will have it confiscated. If pupils are cold, plain
black V-neck jumpers, or the new warmer school-logo Vneck sweatshirts, can be worn between the blazer and
shirt. If an outer layer is required, a waterproof coat is
recommended. We would appreciate support of our school
‘Code of Dress’ (Code-of-Dress-Students-December-2021.pdf
(nortoncaneshighschool.co.uk).
This academic year, student council has undertaken a
great deal of discussion regarding the school P.E. kit. It
was felt that it was time to embrace a change in kit to
represent school colours. To that end, from September,
Year 7 to 10 will be expected to be in the new sports kit,
which is a sport-polo and a full-zip sport top. These will
replace the current red polo-shirt, and red hoodie. To
complement the new tops, socks will now be black too.
Please get in touch with our uniform suppliers (as above)
to order your ready for September, along with any other
items of uniform you may need.

Football News
Our year 11 Football team beat Cardinal Griffin
with an amazing score of 6-4 to progress to the
semi-finals of the Cannock and Lichfield District
Cup.
Unfortunately, they lost in the semi-final of the
Staffordshire Cup, however, they did extremely
well to get to the final 4 and the school is very
proud of them as this is a massive achievement!

Community Club
This term community club
carried out a number of
projects focusing on making
links with the wider
community. In January the
community club students
wrote messages of thanks to
NHS staff for their hard
work during the pandemic,
these messages were
shared by several NHS trusts
with their staff and we
received many messages of
appreciation from NHS staff
in return.
During the week before February half term we held a
collection of children’s books to be donated to Rotary
Books4Homes via the Cannock Soroptimists - in total 645
books were donated! Thank you to all students, parents and
staff who donated those books.
Finally on 17th March it was National Social Care Day and
students from the community club again wrote thank you
messages which were sent out via email to local care homes
around Cannock. Again we received many responses thanking
students for their kind words and we even received some
photos of the residents at Littleton Lodge in Hednesford
displaying the student’s messages.

In-school clubs
Book Club is run on a Wednesday lunchtime in the
Library. Over the Spring Term we have been
discussing Rob Harrell’s ‘Wink’ and exploring
different writing techniques in his work as well as
the theme of the ups and downs of high school life.
Students have even created their own ‘Batpig’
comics! Huge thanks to Alexa, Scott, Jess, Fynn and
Chloe for their positive participation in Book Club!
SEN Club is run on a Monday Lunchtime
and has a great turnout! Students practice
multi-sports and it is amazing to see them
enjoy a variety of different sports. Big
thanks to Jake, Tyler, Lex and Harry for
always being enthusiastic and ready to
participate! If this sounds interesting, why
not pop along next Monday lunchtime- it
would be great to see some new faces!

Craft Club meets every Wednesday after
school. We have made lava lamps, slime,
bird houses and dream catchers! After the
Easter holidays they will be doing clay
work. The Staff running craft club would
like to say a big thank you to Sofia in Year
8, who comes to craft club every week and
always gives 110% effort! Well done Sofia!

Staff
shout
out!
(We didn’t bribe them!)
Mrs Nicholson
‘Is a very nice Form Tutor. She is always kind and makes
our lessons fun and interesting!’
Miss Powell
‘She is considerate, kind and caring to
everyone. She always helps with our
concerns’
‘She is so amazing and helps the school a
lot’
Mrs Spillane
‘Is energetic and makes our lessons
interesting’
‘She makes History fun’
Miss Gresty
‘Because she does kahoot’
‘she’s amazing and helps with work’
Miss C Roberts
‘Really fair tries her best tries to
understand fun to be around clear on
what she wants you to do and is a lovely
lady in general’
‘One word: eccentric’
Miss Elton
‘She supported me through a really
difficult part of my life and I appreciate
her greatly!’
Mrs Gregory
‘She is amazing and helps with work’

Mr Redman
‘is the best
Form Tutor
ever!!’
Mr Butcher
‘He’s someone
who shows a
lot of interest
in my singing
and is kind and
understanding’

Mr Morrall
‘Makes all of
our lessons fun
and
entertaining
and is really
relatable to us
as students’

Loudmouth Theatre presents “Calling it Out”
This half term, year 9 students
took part in a programme called
“Calling it out”. It focused on
harmful sexual behaviours: topics
such as consent, assault and
knowing the difference between
banter and sexual harassment. All
pupils responded maturely to the
theatre production, and actively
took part in the 30-minute
workshop.

A special thank you to the
following students:
•
Ben W
•
Mika
•
Lottie
•
Lyla
•
Jacob F
•
Ruby T
These fantastic actors were
filmed and their voices recorded
by Staffordshire County Council
for a Police School Training
Resource on Sexual Harassment.
We look forward to seeing the
final cut!

British Shooting
Association
The British Shooting
Society invited a group of
pupils to come along and
sample air-rifle shooting.
We couldn’t think of a
better way to raise our
Year 10 girls’ confidence

Ukraine Fundraiser

The bake Sale for Ukraine was a HUGE
success. We raised over £200 to help
those in need in Ukraine.
Valentine Disco
Sometimes we just need music and glow in the dark
lights. The Valentine’s Disco was HUGE success.
Thanks to everyone who made the evening a
success. A special thanks to Morgan, Adam and Lee
in Y13, who kept everyone’s feet moving.

Aspire, Achieve, Expect to Succeed

